COMPETENCY GOAL 5: The learner will examine and understand the institutions of national government: the Presidency. 
Objectives 
5.01 Examine the Constitutional framework for the Presidency. 

5.02 Understand the role of the executive branch in formulating and executing 

public policy. 

5.03 Evaluate the informal institutional arrangements of power granted to the Presidency. 

(a) Expansion of Power through Custom and Usage 

5.04 Analyze the linkages between the Presidency and the following: 

(a) Public opinion and voters 

(b) Interest groups 

(c) Political parties 

(d) The media 

(e) State and local governments 

5.05 Understand the relationship of the Presidency to the other three institutions and their varying balances of power. 

Unit 5 Key Terms

Hats of the President:
The president is granted Constitutional authority to be Commander-in-




Chief, Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, and Chief Legislator.  The 




president has also taken on other roles/powers as the office has “grown.”

Inherent Powers:

Powers of the president that expands the power of the presidency.  These powers 



are derived from the delegated authority of the president.

Twenty-second Amendment:




Passed in 1951, the amendment that limits presidents to two terms 

of office. 

Impeachment:                         The political equivalent of an indictment in criminal law, prescribed by the 

Constitution.  Impeachable offenses include “treason, bribery, or other high 

crimes and misdemeanors.”

Honeymoon Period:
The president’s first months in office when Congress, the press, and the 

public are more inclined than usual to support presidential initiatives.

Approval Rating:

A measure of the degree to which the public approves or disapproves of




the president’s performance in office.

Watergate:                              The events and scandal surrounding a break-in at the Democratic National 

Committee headquarters in 1972 and the subsequent cover-up of White 

House involvement, leading to the eventual resignation of President Nixon 

under the threat of impeachment

Twenty-fifth Amendment:


Passed in 1967, this amendment permits the vice president to become

acting president if both the vice president and the president’s cabinet 

determine that the president is disabled. The amendment also outlines how 

a recuperated president can reclaim the job. 

Cabinet:                                   A group of presidential advisors not mentioned in the Constitution, 

although every president has had one. Today the cabinet is composed of 14 

secretaries and the attorney general (15 departments). 

White House Office (WHO)/Staff:


The president’s personal assistants, advisors, press agents, legislative aides, 




Etc. who are hired and fired and serve the president.  Examples include the 





Chief of Staff, National Security Advisor, and Press Secretary.

Executive Office of the President (EOP):




The connection between the White House and the Bureaucracy.  These 




offices serve in specific policy areas.  Examples include the National




Security Council (NSC), Council of Economic Advisors (CEA),  and the Office 




of Management and Budget (OMB).

Office of Management and Budget (OMB):  


An office that grew out of the Bureau of the Budget, created in 1921, 

consisting of a handful of political appointee and hundreds of skilled 

professionals. The OMB performs both managerial and budgetary 

functions. 

Veto:                                       The constitutional power of the president to send a bill back to Congress 

with reasons for rejecting it. The president must veto the entire bill even if 

he dislikes a small portion of it.  A two-thirds vote in each house can 

override a veto.

Pocket Veto:                           A veto taking place when Congress adjourns within 10 days of submitting a 

bill to the president, who simply lets it die by neither signing nor vetoing it. 

War Powers Resolution:         A law passed in 1973 in reactions to American fighting in Vietnam and 

Cambodia, requiring president’s to consult with Congress whenever 

possible prior to using military force and to withdraw forces after 60 days  

unless Congress declares war or grants an extension. Presidents view the 

resolution as unconstitutional.  
Legislation Veto:                    The ability of Congress to override a presidential decision. The Supreme Court found this legislative veto in violation of the doctrine of separation of powers.   Despite the ruling, Congress and successive presidential administrations have continued to craft informal legislative understandings that require written approval of House and Senate appropriations committees before agencies may take specified actions. The executive has been willing to accept this after-the-fact congressional control as the price for obtaining a greater discretionary authority than Congress would otherwise have been likely to grant. 

Executive Order:
Presidential statements that have the force of law and do not need congressional approval.  Executive orders do have the full force of law since issuances are typically made in pursuance of certain Acts of Congress, some of which specifically delegate to the President some degree of discretionary power or are believed to have their authority for issuances based in a power inherently granted to the Executive by the Constitution
Executive Agreement:
“Handshake” agreements made with foreign countries that do not require Senate approval.  These international agreements are brought into force with respect to the United States on a constitutional basis other than with the advice and consent of the Senate.
INS v. Chadha, 1983:             U.S. Supreme Court case striking down the legislative veto on account of 

its violation of the separation of powers.  

U.S. v. Nixon, 1974:               U.S. Supreme Court case defining executive privilege and limiting the

president’s use of it in cases of national security.

Impoundment:                         A presidential effort to temporarily or permanently block the flow of funds 

that Congress has already approved

Budget and Impoundment Control Act, 1974:

Legislation creating the Congressional Budget Office and requiring

congressional approval for the president’s use of impoundment.

Clinton v. N.Y.C., 1998:         U.S. Supreme Court case that strikes down the line-item veto, passed by

Congress only two years earlier.

Bush v. Gore, 2000

An extremely controversial U.S. Supreme Court ruling that stopped 

a manual recount of ballots in Florida, thereby awarding Florida’s electoral votes to George W. Bush and declaring him the winner of the 2000 election.  Critics use this election as one more example of the need to revamp the Electoral College system.    

